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THE 
VICTIM’S 
HIS HEAD WAS 
FACE WAS SMASHED IN 
DEFORMED BY FORCE 
BEYOND FROM A 
RECOGNI- BLUNT 
TION, AND WE OBJECT. 
COULDN’T 
IDENTIFY 




































































HIM BY HIS 





TEETH. 







































































FINGERPRINTS, 
HIS BUILD, AND 
THE SCARS ON 
HIS BODY, THERE 
IS NO QUESTION 
THAT HE IS POLICE 
SERGEANT 
TOKUNOSUKE 
TERADR. 


CHAPTER 7: 
“PREPARING TO CONQUER 
THE STEEL LADY” 


BUT WE 
FOUND A 
CELL PHONE, 
LICENSE, AND 
EVEN A POLICE 
BADGE ON 
THE BODY. 





NOT 
ONLY THAT... 


EVEN THOUGH 
HE WAS HIT 
DIRECTLY IN 


THERE THE FACE, 


WERE NO 
SIGNS OF A 
STRUGGLE— 
HIS CLOTHES 
WEREN’T 
EVEN 
MUSSED. 








HIS CAR 
WAS LEFT 
UNTOUCHED, 
AS WERE HIS 
WALLET AND 
ANYTHING OF /ii) 
MONETARY y) 

if 



































WE’/RE FAIRLY 
CERTAIN THAT 






































WE WON’T 
KNOW FOR 
SURE UNTIL 
WE GET THE 
: Sie AUTOPSY 
THERE WERE nee ie ae 
NO EXTERNAL = possiBILiITy 
INJURIES THAT WE WILL 
OTHER THAN FIND DRUGS IN 
THE ONE TO — HIS. SYSTEM, 
HIS HEAD, SO, 



























































WAS THE 













































































A\\ FATAL BLOW. 

































BUT A 
MAN AS 
CAREFUL |= 
AS HIM, 
KILLED IN 
A DIRECT 
CONFRONTR- 
TION? THIS IS 
NOT GOING : 
TO BEA = 
SIMPLE 
CASE. 



















































WE DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA WAS 
DOING IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT AT AN OLD, 
ABANDONED 
GAS STATION. 

















































































































































































































EITHER THE 
MURDERER 
WAS SOME- 
ONE VERY 
CLOSE TO 











TIMING OF 
THE ATTACK 
WAS SO 
LINEXPECTED 
THAT HE WAS 
LITERALLY 
STUNNED. 


FOUND WHAT 
WE BELIEVE 
TOBEA 
/\ PRIVATE EMAIL 
| EXCHANGE 
WITH YOU. 




















































































































HIS 
ESTIMATED 
TIME OF 
DEATH IS 


WHERE 


THREE IN THE 
WERE YOU, 
AND Whar MORNING ON 
WERE YOU 

DOING 

DURING 
THAT TIME? 
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TO THE SCENE 
TO DISCOVER 
A MAN LYING 
ON HIS BACK 
WITH HIS FACE 
SMASHED IN. 


POLICE 
RECEIVED A 
REPORT THAT 
A BODY WITHA 
CRUSHED HEAD 
WAS FOUND AT 
AN ABRNDONED 
GAS STATION 
ALONG THE 
NATIONAL 
HIGHWAY. 


THE BODY 
OF WHAT 
APPEARED 
TO BE AN 
ACTIVE DUTY 
MAKURAZAKA 
POLICE 
DETECTIVE WAS 
DISCOVERED 
AT SIX 


_O/CLOCK THIS 


MORNING. 


ae a 


THEY CONFIRMED / 
THE THE VICTIM WAS 
MAN DECEASED. £4 




























































































































we ARE 
YOU ALL 
RIGHT? 






































































































































esate 











TERADA 
WAS SO 
HAPPY 
THAT YOU 
TWO WERE 
HITTING IT 
OFF. 








THE : 
CAUSE OF ae 
DEATH WAS farses é se eee 
CEREBRAL { & 
CONTUSION 
FROM BLUNT 
FORCE TO 
THE FACE. 



























Le 








































































































| 0 
HE DIED _ 
| ALMOST + EeEEEE \S =- 

















































































































































































WE 
ASSUME THAT 
THE MURDER 

WEAPON WAS A 

BLUNT OBJECT, LIKE 

A CINDER BLOCK OR 
PIECE OF LUMBER, 

BUT IT HASN’T BEEN | 

NARROWED DOWN , 

ANY FURTHER. / 









































THEY 
ALL LOVED 

TERADA, 
AND WE HAD 
ALOT OF NUE 
VOLUNTEERS | | Ww 

OFFER TO t z \\S THE 
BUT HIS TAKE THE l__} / CRIMINAL 






























































BODY CASE, = INVESTIGATION 


WAS FOUND a DIVISION IS UP 


OUTSIDE 
OUR JURIS- 
DICTION. 











AND 
THERE’S 
A STRONG 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT THE MOTIVE 
HAD TO DO 
ALOT OFHIS WITH A WORK- 
COWORKERS RELATED 
FROM CRIMINAL GRUDGE. 
INVESTIGATIONS 
WERE TAKEN IN 
FOR QUESTIONING 
JUST LIKE 
YOU WERE, 
YUMIHARA-KUN. 


THE 
MAKURAZAKA 
POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 
IS ON THE 
RECEIVING END 
OF THIS INVES- 

TIGATION. y 













































































BY THE 
WAY, 
YUMIHARA- 
KUN. 


THAT 
CAME UP 
IN QUES- 
TIONING, 



















TRUE THAT 
TERADA WAS 
LOOKING INTO 
THE “STEEL 
LADY NANASE” 
RUMORS? 








BUT THEY 
SEEMED 
TO KNOW 
ABOUT IT 
BEFORE 
I SAID 
ANYTHING... 


THE MEDIA 
REPORT? 








THERE IS A 
TENDENCY 
FOR PEOPLE 
oe IN CON- TO TALK 
JUNCTION ABOUT 


WITH THE TERADA’S 
URBAN MURDER... 
LEGEND 

THAT CAME 
FROM THAT 
IDOL‘S 


ALL BECAUSE 
OF A FEW 
CORRELATIONS— 
HIS FACE WAS 
SMASHED, IT 
HAPPENED IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
NIGHT. SO 
















THIS 
ens JOKE HAS 
GONE 
IRRESPON- 
SIBLE. TOO FAR. 





GOSSIP- 
ING ABOUT 








PEOPLE’S 








DEATHS 
LIKE THAT. 








T CAN'T 
BELIEVE TERADA, 
OF ALL PEOPLE, 
WOULD BE 
BEATEN TO DEATH 
IN A FRONTAL 
ASSAULT. 


WHAT 
THE HELL 
HAPPENEDP 


EN 


Pare? 


IF ONLY 
I HAD 
HANDLED 
IT 


Sh cS << | 


I SHOULD Na. 


HAVE GIVEN 
HIM A i s 
STERNER } 


WARNING, 








































































































IT ISN‘/T 
YOUR 
FAULT, 

YUMIHARA- 
KUN. 











OF COURSE 
THERE WHS 
NO SIGN OF A C 
FIGHT, NO SIGN 
OF A STRUGGLE, 
NO TRACE OF 
THE KILLER. 


MURDERED 


BY STEEL 
LADY 
wel THINK NANASE. 
I was 


CALLOUS 



































































































































































































I ONLY 
JUST FOUND 
OUT DURING 
THE INTERRO- 

GRATION... 

























































































we THAT HIS 





FIRST NAME 
- 1 WAS TOKL- 
NOSUKE. 
> ww 
Xo ®& 
A 





we THAT/S 
NOT YOUR 
FAULT, EITHER. 
TERADA HATED 
THAT NAME. 















































—— HE 
peer ee — THOUGHT 
SX IT WAS OLD- 


























NG FASHIONED, |. 
AND 


SY HEDIDNT. sg 
WANT ANYBODY SLUMSY. 


a TO CALL HIM = 
THAT, SO ANYONE 
WHO DID KNOW < —— 
IT WAS IN THE 7 A A 
MINORITY. 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE NIGHT... 














































































THE POLICE 
WILL NEVER 
BE ABLE 
TO CATCH 
THE REAL 

MURDERER. 
THEY'LL 


NEVER CATCH 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
OR THE 
HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS & 
in OF IMAGINA- 
Pieper ening TIONS THAT 
BROUGHT 
HER TO LIFE. 
















































































































TERADA-SAN 
INTERPRETED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE AS A 
SIGN THAT A 
MAJOR CRIME 
WAS ABOUT 

HE TO TAKE 


PLACE— 
CE ITO. THAT'S WHY 


was 
MOLE Oe INVESTIGAT- 


ING HER. 

















AIND INSTEAD 
OF RUNNING, 
HE TRIED 
7O ARREST 
HER. 


















































THE CHSE 
WILL GO 
UNSOLVED. 


rear we 


THE ONLY 
ONES WHO 
CAN BRING 
sella 
7O THAT 
ww ARE 
THOSE MONSTER... 
WHO KNOW 
THE TRUTH 
AND HAVE 
THE POWER 
TO DEAL 
WITH IT. 





FIN. 


BUT THIS 
DEATH WILL 
HAVE THROWN 
A MAUYOR 
WRENCH INTO 


ty 
cy 
— 
ara, 
Ane 
Saya 





EET 


HUME 


HELE 







































































































































































AS SOON 

AS IT HIT 
THE INTER- 
NET NEWS 
THIS MORN- 


















































‘STEEL LADYg 


an a a fae 5 ya ay 
Hf. pts Ret aes es 
IE nk Es 















































NF 


THAT#BENCH 





ap 
































NPWBACK AT 
























































= SCHOOL IS 


















































:60.NICE TO 




























































































5 
gott => 
¥ I WISH 
I COULD 
TAKE A NICE, 
Fe LEISURELY 
NAP THERE, 







WOULD 
LISTENING 
BE EVEN “FO Te 


BETTER FALLING 

SENPAI 
WAS THERE 
BESIDE 
ME. 
















































































SS 


1S 































WHAT ‘ 
DOES IT 









SAY ABOUT | 
YOU THAT — 
THAT'S YOUR > 
nodes oF ae ae 
IGH-QUALITY 
CHOCOLATE? ees 
PECKISH. | ///) * ganache 











SS 
~~ 


Lm yy 


IN THE SAME 
HOTEL, AND 
YOU GOT A 
SEPARATE 
WHAT ROOM? AS 
DOES MY BOY- 
THAT FRIEND, 
SAY 
ABOUT 
YOUP 















































































I JUST 
WANTED TO 
HELP YOU GET 
A COMFORT- 
ABLE NIGHT‘S 


















EARLY TO ‘ 
BED, EARLY 
TO RISE. 
THAT’S THE 
SECRET 
TO GOOD 
HEALTH. 












AIN IM- 
MORTAL, 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HEALTH. 








WA 


y/ 


pe ina 


EVEN IF I 
\ De ae “16 
: : ALL LAST NIGHT 
MOREWS” = ‘ TRYING TO 


CHANGED iK > COME UP WITH 
EVERYTHING. , A SOLUTION, 
I WOULD HAVE 
BEEN WASTING 
MY TIME. 






















oi AND 
Z| POPULAR 
OPINION 
ON THE — 
WIKI 
IS THE 
SAME? 






















































































THEY’VE 
DECIDED 
7 THAT THE 
a" i. | MURDER WAS |; 
oi COMMITTED | 
AND THE | BY STEEL LADY /| 







































































IDEA THAT | 
SHE REALLY 1 NANASE. 
EXISTS IS 
GAINING 
GROUND. 
























































Qu, st 
=AM was, 


29/04 y 
Nanage was 


/ 

P 73 

nat Police oFFinen aber 
HAPPY about the 2 


Karin 


Name: With, 
eld b 
Is she angry Y Request, 29/04 ve 


That they dent : Z 
when it wasn't one? | eCares it an 


Name: Withheld by Request 09 


T heard that ic You come Pag AS 
Lady Nanase, shel Follow 
Name: Withheld by equ EX P E C T E D ) 
TF you have Karin Nan M OST O F 


you'll Vive. THE POSTS 


Name: Withheld by 8 


Tne 09 ane te ARE FOUND 
enone ON THIS 
SITE. 




















AS SOON AS 


Aen DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S DEATH 
TIME A NEW 
MADE THE NEWS, 
FACT COMES - 
PEOPLE IMMEDI 
TO LIGHT, MORE 
ATELY STARTED 
PEOPLE AGREE “opeciLATING 
THAT THE 


THAT IT WAS 
SPECULATION 
MUST BE STEEL LADY 


NANASE. 
CORRECT. 
















BUT 


















THE VAST 
MAJORITY 
SUPPORTS Mea 
THE THEORY BELIEVE 
THAT STEEL IN HER. 
LADY NANASE . 


DID IT. 

















RIGHT 
WHEN THERE ARE ~“ | | i} | 
FREQUENT POSTS Vy Mi 4 Jf) / ZE,) \W\ IT’S THE 
BY PEOPLE IN TAM A) i FA pa | |) PERFECT 
MAKURAZAKA dd dé Hy] STORM. 
CLAIMING TO HAVE A] ; 
SEEN AND BEEN 


| 


LADY NANASE, yi 
é 


WE HAVE THIS Thy |} FA by S , 
MURDER. 4 Ut. y 
. f ANT 

| = ISN {)) ys ( 


ase 





| 
| 
ATTACKED BY STEEL ath | 




















ae) 
| oa 


THERE’S 
EVEN SOME 
EXCITEMENT 

ABOUT KARIN 
NANASE’S 
BREASTS. 


BEATEN 
TO DEATH 


CHAMPION 
MARTIAL 
ARTIST, 
WITHOUT ANY 
SIGNS OF A 
STRUGGLE. 


S 
EIRD, 


IT’ 


SO W 
IT’S EASY 
TO ASSUME 
IT WAS STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE. 


IF YOU DO 
A SEARCH 





sag . ea 


\ Oe Sosreeee 


Ch. ui 
DG 
oa) 


uu) 
= 
BO 
op 
Tw 
ay 


THE 
FORUMS 
ARE ABUZZ 


Oo, SVL 
OG585 
et iatts 
ata 


er 


i 
¢ 


$9 
i & 
06 
iL.= 
Ee 
2s. 


| Saieietenienel 


— 








\ 


cee 
aS 


«YOU FIND 
OUT THAT HE 
ONCE ALMOST 
MADE IT ONTO 
THE OLYMPIC 
JUDO TEAM. 
IT’S TRUE, 
THOSE 
BREASTS WERE 
AMAZINGLY 
BOUNCY. 





YOU'VE 
TOUCHED 
THEM? 


YOU JUST... 
GRABBED 
THEM WHEN 
YOU WERE 
GRAPPLING 
WITH HER? 


I DIDN’T 
EXACTLY 
HAVE TIME | ~ 
FOR THAT. 











watt sts\ PL er 
A PRIORITY FOR ||| “v,\ ) Perveloh aren 
HAVE DATED pe 
YOU OR SAKI- | You WAS CHOOSE A 
—~ FUTURE WHERE 

BASIEY —_- You WERE 

HAD TOUCHING 
TIME! pA THEME 
































































































































JUST ONCE 
IN YOUR LIFE, 
YOU MIGHT 
WANT TO 
FEEL THOSE 
LUMPS OF 
FAT THAT 
ARE THE 
EXCLUSIVE 
PRIVILEGE 
OF CHOSEN 






































































































































































OR ARE YOU 
SAYING THAT 
YOU COULD 
SWEAR TO 
THE GREAT 
AMATERASU 
THAT YOU 
HAVE NEVER 
HARBORED 


: 7) SUCH 
WICKED 





















WHY ARE , 
YOUSO “\/__ pestres?? 
OBSESSED \ VOOM \: ) 
WITH THIS? \ Whe A 
D Nagi Gg \\\  \ 





PEOPLE 
: ARE 
HAVING A \ REPOSTING 
HARD TIME F .OF KARIN AND 
FINDING A WAY ' NANASE’S ANALYZING 
MERN- TO REDIRECT ; ACCIDENT THE 
WHILE, THE CURRENT TO AND THE DETAILS... 
MORE MAKE EVERYONE VARIOUS 
PEOPLE THINK STEEL Dy REACTIONS 
SPEAK LADYNANASE / \\ ee THAT CAME 
OUT IN IS JUSTA / NR VY ih. FOR A WHILE 
FAVOR RUMOR. / THEREAFTER... 
OF THE UN 
GHOST 
THEORY. 


I DON’T 
KNOW HOW 
MANY OF 


THOSE 
BUT EVEN 
IF IT ONLY PEOPLE 
GOES AS EAR ARE REALLY 
PEOPLE AS 
THINKING IT 
WOULD BE 
INTERESTING 
/F SHE EXISTED, 
THAT WOULD 
BE ENOLIGH 
TO CREATE THE 
MONSTER. 
















































w STILL, 
IT’S GAINED 
TOO MUCH 
GROUND. 



















THERE WAS 
ALWAYS THE 
POSSIBILITY 
THAT A MURDER 
WOULD THROW 
A WET BLANKET 


THERE 
suititree ON THE 


MORE PEOPLE 
CLAIMING 
THAT IT COULD 
JUST BEA 
COPYCAT OR A 
THRILL KILL. 









/ 






C3 






yea 


gi | 
| 










































































AND THIS ISN’/T 
THE ONLY TIME. 
EVER SINCE 
THE RUMORS 

ABOUT ST 
SUPPORT- LaDy NANASE 
ING AND FiRsT STARTED 
DEVELOP- sprEADING, THE 
ING THE CURRENT OF 


GHOST 
THEORY. THOUGHT... 



















SENPAI, 
M JUST 


pad 


GOING TO 
COME OUT 
AND SAY IT. 


















































RIKKA- 
SAIN IS 
AICTIVELY 
INVOLVED 
IN THIS 
CASE. 


RATHER, 
SHE'S THE 
CENTER 
OF IT. 


















































SON 
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\\ NN AWN 









































































































































































































































DETECTIVE 
THAT DIED, 
TERADA—HE 
WAS THE ONE 














YOU TOLD US | 


ABOUT, THE 
ONE WHO 


WAS INVESTI- [ 


GATING 
THE CASE, 
WERE WASN’T 
YOU TWO it 
CLOSEP 















































SORRY 
I’M LATE. 
















































































AND CAME 
TO ME THIS 
MORNING TO 
GIVE ME AN 
EYE-WITNESS 
REPORT. 











SOT 
ASSUME 
IT’S SAFE 
TO SAY. 





A.W 2 ana . 
Peano. = Ocul 
x CYaZz Faco- 
SuzZ7zrv~ce O au 
rw wv Ow 
--HMTOXo worms 
"~.ZEr roy w 

Po s wYO--EZ 

Aw Xp 
LZ —- 





SPECTRE 
SAW THE 
EVENT... 


ww THIS 
MAY BE 
BUT A STUPID 


TERADA- QUESTION, 
SAN’S NOT 


FLOATING 
AROUND AS 
A GHOST, 
IS HEP 

































































hse , 
1 Xtw™ 
, Nill 





NOT 
EVERYONE 
WHO DIES 
COMES 
BACK TO 
HAUNT THE 
LIVING. 











IT’S 
BETTER 
FOR THE 

DECERSED 
NOT TO 
BE STUCK 
IN THIS 









ITWAS A 
STUPID 
QUESTION. 




































































A BODY WITH A 
SMASHED FACEP 





IT |=) =e P 


AT FIRST, ( “4 acTUALLy, 
EVERYONE Ca ir THERE 
WOULD BE on WERE A 

TALKING we 

MURDER AND 

ABOUT IT, IT WASN’T 

DYING TO STEEL LADY 








= KNOW IF IT NANASE, THAT 
= : WAS STEEL WOULD HAVE 
AVERAGE, : -\ LADY NANASE, BEEN PERFECT | 
ORDINARY : BUT THEN... Sf 
HUMAN WERE F= = 
ARRESTED, 
THE EVERYONE 
EXCITE- WOULD KNOW 
MENT THAT SHE 
WOULD DIDN/T 
DIE DO IT. 
DOWN 4 
INSTANT- EX 
\ LY. 








































































































SAME TIME, THE ¥: 
RUMORS OF STEEL ¥ 
LADY NANASE 
THEMSELVES 
=<] WOULD LOSE THEIR 
lon b= CREDIBILITY, AND 
| j iN THE EXCITEMENT 
ABOUT HER 
WOULD DIE 









aw. 1 












THEN THE 
FUTURE WE 
WANT WOULD 
AND WE FALL EASILY 
WOULD WITHIN KURG- 
HAVE BEEN SENPAI’S 
ABLE TO REACH, 






















SO TO BE 
HONEST, WHEN 
I HEARD ABOUT 

DETECTIVE 

TERADA’S ee 

MURDER, I WAS 
HOPING THAT 

WOULD BE 
THE CASE. 



































































AND NOW 
THAT THE 
POLICE ARE 
ACTIVELY 
THERE’S INVESTIGAT- 
GOING TO ING THE 
BE MORE MURDER, 
INFORMATION 
THAT I NEED TO 
WORK INTO MY 
SOLUTION, THUS 
MAKING THE 
CRITERIA ; 
THAT MUCH : 
TRICKIER TO 
FULFILL. 














REALLY WAS 
KILLED BY 

STEEL LADY 
NANASE. 


BUT WE 
HAVE A BIGGER 
PROBLEM IN 
THAT STEEL 
LADY NANASE’S 
LEVEL OF 
BRUTALITY HAS 
SKYROCKETED. 


NOW 
/ THAT SHE'S 
ey re { COMMITTED 
HAS AN BCTUAL 
TRANSFORMED \ MURDER, THE 
STEEL LADY 
INTO A VICIOUS err as ge 
Name: Withheld by Reavest a¢/7a\ NANASE IN THE 
FIEND WHO WILL une: Withhel; BE MIGeS 
HUNT HER PREY t heard that if you come Face t z 
DOWN UNTIL Lady Nan iy se it LiGw VOU Fore: 
SHE’S KILLED | 
IT. 

















AND IF 
PEOPLE AREN’T 










































CAREFUL, IT THIS RATE, 
WON'T BE JUST THERE WILL 
NEES ata 

THERE COULD 

BE SEVERAL TONIGHT. 

CASUALTIES 

BEFORE THE 

NIGHT IS 

THROUGH. 







PEOPLE 
ARE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
HER ALL 
OVER THE 
COUNTRY. / 







I 
DON’T 
BELIEVE 

IT. 
























































































































FANTASIES 

WILL SWELL 

AND EXPAND 
BEYOND THE 
BOUNDS OF 
REFISON. 











MONSTER 
WILL 
=| UNDERGOA &® 
©| TREMENDOUS }x 
a GROWTH : 
SPURT. 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































—)p TV 
=5 REPORTERS 
TRYING TO 
INVESTIGATE 
Ze) STEEL LADY 
= NANASE... 
IF THOSE 
GROUPS Si : 
RUN INTO 7 tg AND 
STEEL LADY [we HORDES OF 
NANASE, = = OCCULT FANS 
THEY’LL BE oa hy ie = | MAY DESCEND 
MASSA- : meg ee) LUPON THE TOWN 
fi = ih EN MASSE. 
















































































AND 
THERE ARE 
A LOT OF 
PLACES WITH 
SECURITY 
CAMERAS. 















STOPPING 
THAT. 





BROADCAST 
ran ACROSS THE 


MORE 
peopLE COUNTRY, 















WILL KNOW 
ABOUT HER, 
AND HER 
PRESENCE ic 
WILL GROW 





STRONGER. 
















































































THEN OUR 
RATIONAL 
FICTION WON’T 
BE ENOUGH 
e TO SOLVE 
fae THE PROBLEM 
== ANYMORE. 


















































































































































































































































































ALL THAT 
HAPPENS, 
WON'T 
EVERYONE 
STILL 
FANTASIZE 
ABOUT 
STEEL LADY ff 

NANASE | 
XISTINGP 






| 
DOZENS 
OF PEOPLE 






DIE IN 
REAL 
LIFE, 
WILL 
THEY KEEP 

HOPING 

THAT A 

GHOST 

















DID ITP 











































































































































































THEY 
MAY CLAIM 
THAT THEY ES 
DON’T BELIEVE FSS 


BUT ONCE IT 
GETS TO THAT 
POINT, PEOPLE 
WON'T BE ABLE 






















We an LZ 






































































IN HER, BUT S=4 ~=TOHELP BEING 
THEY’LL STILL “\@@ AFRAID OF STEEL 
PRAY THAT SHE LADY NANASE’S 





WON'T HURT 
THEM. 
















































































THE THERE’S NO 
FANTASIES TELLING HOW 


WILL BALLOON MUCH POWER 
OUT OF CONTROL, THE GHOST 
AND TRANSFORM WILL GAIN 
INTO A WISH FOR AFTER THAT. 
A REALITY IN 
WHICH STEEL LADY 
NANASE GROWS IN 
SIZE AND STARTS 
WREAKING HAVOC 
ACROSS THE 
NATION. 






THEY’LL 
WANT A 
POWERED-UP 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE— 
GIANT STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE. 







































































os THAT'S 
CRAZY. 



















































































HAS IT 7 pee 




































































ALWAYS ize Fi 
BEEN THIS i. 
EASY TO : 

TEAR HOLES 

IN REALITY? 




















































































































eae NO, IT HASN’T 
a SS. =! BEEN EASY, BUT 
, ot REALITY HAS 


NEVER BEEN 
THAT'S WHY IMMUNE TO 


SOMEONE HAS = |\ i  S 
TO DEFEND | | => TEARING. 


THAT REALITY. 





















































LADY WE MUST 


NANASE || DEFEAT STEEL 
| Ree Ge og HWAYS || LADY NANASE 
Lo<\ \ AND IT APPEAR AT || BEFORE THIS 


HAS TOBE ABOUT 
TONIGHTP 10 PM., 
WE’/RE RIGHT? 
REALLY 
CUTTING IT 
CLOSE. 


































I NEED A CREATE A 


CONSTANT RATIONAL 


7, FICTION 
Be ag THAT CAN 


I 





/ 


ee 7) i\,* 
CLza_- i va 


| ae 













LEE 
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HOW 
FAR HAVE 
THE POLICE 
GOTTEN 
IN THEIR 
INVESTIGATION 
OF DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S 
MURDER 


. 


Bree, 


LAKAI 


AY 






















































































SURPRISED 
HE CAN 
ACT SO 

BUTI NORMAL 
GUESS HE’S IN ALL OF 
ALWAYS THIS, 
BEEN A 

LITTLE IM- 

PASSIVE... 























THAT’S 
RIGHT. 


THEY DIDN‘T 
FIND ANY 
DRUGS OR 
ALCOHOL IN 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S 
SYSTEM, 





THEY 
DIDN'T 
FIND 
ANYTHING 
IN HIS 


C ECTr 
SYSTEM. wen 














SIMILARITIES 
BETWEEN 
HIS DEATH 
AND KARIN 
NANASE’S... 


j “Joins 


IMPOS- 


SIBLE TO 


SO THE FIGHTA 
SHARED GHOST, 
UNDER- 

STANDING 

IS THAT OF 

COURSE HE 


7 = WENT DOWN 


WITHOUT A 
STRUGGLE. / 


WHILE HE WAS 
AWAKE AND 


ASSAILANT (ff 
Y STRUCK HIM \\/2 Ri 
gpy\] FROM THE FRONT \} 
NS 7 y 


DIED ALMOST 
INSTANTLY. 


BN 
THE MEDIA 
REPORTS 
DON’T 
MENTION 
BUT DRUGS OR 
ON THE ALCOHOL. 
INTERNET, 
THEY’RE 
ALREADY 
TALKING 
ABOUT HOW 
THE VICTIM 
WAS SOBER 
WHEN HE 
DIED. 








OF A POLICE 
INFORMATION 
LERK, BUT 
BECAUSE 
THAT’S HOW 
STEEL LADY 















































THE 
VICTIM 
7 WAS DRUNK 
WHEN THE 
KILLER 
DROVE 
HIM TO THE 
SCENE 
OF THE 
CRIME. 


IF WE 
CAN’T GET 








THE 
MEDIA HAS 
ALSO SAID 

THAT THE CAR 





OUR STORIES 
STRAIGHT, WE 
WON’T BE ABLE 
TO DISTRACT 
FROM THE TRUTH 
—EVERYONE WILL 
KEEP THINKING IT 





WHICH 
MAKES IT 
DIFFICULT 


THE VICTIM HAD 
BEEN DRIVING 
WAS THERE 
NEAR THE 
BODY. 


TO BELIEVE 
THAT HE fi 
































HAD BEEN 
DRINKING. | 





























































































































































































































































































































ACTIVE | 
DUTY 


THE FACT 
THAT WE NOW 
HAVE TO 
EXPLAIN THAT 
HAS PUT US 
IN QUITE A 











TIGHT SPOT. 


THE KILLER 
BLUDGEON 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA 
WITHOUT A 

























































































Re . THEY LAY THE 
oo | VICTIM ON 






















































































































































































































































































































THE GROUND, 
HIT HIM IN THE 
cERCe, AND 
FT ON FOOT, 
oR IS. LEAVING THE 7 7” 
CON- CAR BEHIND. ////” 
VINCING Ce 
! ENOUGH? |} | 
- ee we 
S—= we fan 
a Oe Le 
P ( se 6 i) j 2 > ae - : 
A ——— \ xy : 
IT’S NOT ue — sae — = ———_—_—_—. 
AN ENTIRELY = we 
USELESS STORY, V==|(\. . ™ 
BUT THETWO = \== \ | FZ 
ELEMENTS THAT = J==I| \\i7| 
DIFFER FROMTHE = |J== nin 
FACTS WILLBEA [== |= 
DOUBLE-EDGED 9 /== 
SWORD, == 




















KNOW HOF 
WwW WwW 
A ALL OF MUCH OF 
eka THE FACTS | THE POLICE 
Ps aan A POINT TO , ‘ INFORMATION 
ies. 4 STEEL LADY ae WILL REACH 
NANASE AS E 
THE KILLER... WE DON’T pUuBLIC, 





WANT TO 





WRITE A 
SCENARIO 
THAT'S 
GOING TO 
pica 
THE S 
eee THOSE FACTS 
MAKES COME TO 
SENSE, LIGHT. 
SINCE SHE 
WAS THE 


KILLER. 





MARE GF 
PEEONMG 





(ELLE 








BUT WE 
CAN HAVE 
MORE THAN 
ONE FICTIONAL 
PERPETRATOR, 
RIGHT? THEY 
DON’T HAVE 
TO BE GUILTY 
OF THE SAME 














SO WE 
COULD HAVE ' 
A THEORY THAT vi é 





THE SERIES OF 
ATTEMPTED io 
ASSAULTS 





WERE DONE BY 























SOMEONE ELSE, 
BEFORE THE 
MURDER, 
RIGHT? 










































































LOOK LIKE 
IT WAS 
STEEL LADY 

NANASE. 


























«WHY DID 

THE KILLER 
WANT IT TO 
LOOK LIKE 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
DID ITP” 


















Terada’s murder to look like Steel 
Lady Nanase did itP 





BUT IF 
WE WANT 


TO BEAT HER, 
WE HAVE TO 
COME UP WITH 


ANOTHER 
KILLER. 

















WHOEVER 
KILLED 
DETECTIVE 
TERADA TOOK 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THE STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
RUMORS, WHICH 

HAD NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THE CRIME... 





























































IN THAT 
CASE, 


WE’LL NEED 
TO COME 
UP WITH AN 
ANSWER 
TO THE 
QUESTION... 








I GUESS AL oP 


WED HAVE = yl the ae 
TOEXPLAIN. | yD 
THAT WITH J NX 


OR WITHOUT 
MULTIPLE 


i( 




















DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S 
DEATH HAD NO 


WAS JUST A 
COINCIDENCE 
THAT HIS 
DEATH WAS 
SO MUCH 

; LIKE KARIN 
/ COULD wE NANASE’S. 
EXPLAIN IT 
| LIKE THAT? 




















to Karin Nanase’s? 





Q. Why was Detective Terada’s death so similar 


CONNECTION 
TO STEEL 
ADY 
SOKD a NANASE. 
PERSONAL 
GRUDGE 
AGAINST HIM 
FIND HAPPENED 
TO KILL HIM. 
THAT'S ALL. 


THAT WAY, 
WE DON’T 
HAVE TO 
IDENTIFY A 
KILLER. 














ALL WE 
NEED IS TO 
PRESENT A 

REASON THAT 
THE DERTHS 











HAPPENED TO BE 
SIMILAR, AND WE 
CAN REMOVE IT 
FROM STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
ENTIRELY. 



































Q. What was the motive behind the attempted 
assaults rumored to be committed by Steel Q. Why was Detective Terada’s death so similar 
Lady Nanase? to Karin Nanase’s? 


A. Al. He was hit with a cinder block and it happened to smash his face. 


ATTEN ETED, PRISTINE 
ISAPUERS VEAL 
CELE 


THEN ALL WE 
HAVE TO DO 
IS EXPLAIN THE 
MOTIVE BEHIND 
THE ATTEMPTED 
ASSAULTS, AND 
IT OPENS UP A 
WHOLE WORLD 
OF POSSIBLE 
THEORIES. 










THAT /$ 
A REALISTIC 
WAY TO 
HANDLE 17, 

FOLLOWING 
THE “DIVIDE 
BUT I EACH 
DOUBT IT DIFFICULTY” | {| Z 
WILL BE RULE. | a 
POSSIBLE TO \ . 
COMPLETELY WA) >. 
SEPARATE | IN A 
THE TWO. é | ~) Ka 











































SSS 


NOMATES 
Ow YOU 
jOS5S. SENN 
TERPRETING 
APPOINTMENT ‘Turn as A 
‘S| COMPARED TO so7A) COIN- 
THE IDEATHAT  GipeNCE 
THE ONE CASE is 
INEVITABLY 
LED TO THE 


EES 
a eS SSS 





BUT 





WHAT 
wlS HIDE SHE'S 


H THE REAL TRYING 
| TRUTH, AND) TO 
# CREATE DO... 
Al KILLER 
AND A 
NEW TRUTH 
THAT 
DON’T 
REALLY 
EXIST... 





PEOPLE WANT 
THEIR STORIES 
TO BE EXCITING, 
AND THEY START 
TO HOPE FOR THAT 
EXCITEMENT IN 
THEIR REAL 


STN 


+} 
NNN 


WITH A REAL 
MYSTERY, WE 
JUST NEED 
ALL THE RIGHT 
@ és FACTS AND 


OME DEDUCTIVE 
REASONING, 
AIND THE TRUTH 
WOULD COME 
TO LIGHT. 











































1 TO DERIVE 
AN ANSWER 
THAT WILL 
MAKE PEOPLE 
LOOK AT ALL 
THE PIECES 
OF THE 
HYPOTHESIS 
AIND THINK, 
‘OH, THAT 
MIGHT 
EXPLAIN IT.” 










ARE SOME 
COINCIDENCES 

THAT PEOPLE WANT, 
SOME THAT PEOPLE 

THINK WOLLD BE 

INTERESTING, AND 
SOME THAT WOULD 
TAKE THE FUN OUT 
OF EVERYTHING. 


AND WHEN 
IT COMES 
TO STEEL LADY 
NANASE, NOBODY 
WANTS TO HEAR 
THAT THE TWO 
CASES ACTUALLY 
HAD NOTHING TO 
DO WITH EACH 
OTHER. 























FIND TO FIND 





















BINS ~~ have? THAT ANSWER, 
‘ral WHAT SHE 

ch | NEEDS IS NOT 
DEDUCTIVE 

REASONING... 
IT’S. SOME- 


THING ELSE. 






















































































































4 EN 
eae) oe imag ae Hora 
S== : } J | a Tn problem IL. 
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SH 


3 . 7. NO, THIS 
I ISN'T DE- 
DUCTIVE 
REASON- 
ING, 
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, Vip 

pe 

ULM 
“Ly 


wy 


Tp 


YY 
Yi} 
Gi jy 





by, sons Wp 
y Ys 


‘ / | a aa 
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ti 


EVEN IF 
WE CAN 
COME UP 
WITH A REA- 
SONABLE 
EXPLANA- 
TION... 





we) a\ He / fw THE EXISTENCE 
TO COME es RI R™ | OF STEEL LADY 
BYASINGLE, ITWON’T - Ky NANASE IS 
SIMPLE BE EASY... | \ - | A SIMPLE 
SOLUTION | AND POWERFUL 
THAT EXPLAINS | THEORY THAT 
EVERYTHING tes ANSWERS EVERY 
IN A RATIONAL, | | Ni Ss QUESTION 
CONVINCING Trg __ : A ABOUT THIS 
WRY. - ae : 














































































































































































































































=MPT. FOR=TWO 
—l, Se UES | ON S: 
==COULD-HAVE 
GOTTEN:RID 
































OF-STEEL- LADY. 
NANASE. 























































































































































BUT IF 
WE WANT 
—«BUESTIONS 
ASSAULTS 3 Oo. 
COMMIT-TED-BY%: 7 & ee - ARE WE GOING 
A. COUNTERFEIT: ES —aAN >. in z. TO HAVE TO 
‘STEEL-LADY = a . B® ANSWER? 
NANASE® 


















































D:WHY-WAS == 
THERE -A-SERIES = 
OF-ATTEMPTED, d= 





































































































































































































































































































































a Xo 
S t A 
ci aaoae E 
Aub uN = SS SE ES zi 
ANS mi 
{ = 
ATK = 
SS ‘ : 
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2) WHO. 
IS BEHIND 
THEM? 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































==) WHY-DID === Pay WAS + 
(JDETECTIVE, = yy DETECTIVE 
Z ERAS rs E TERADA 
DIESE 2B MURDEREDJIN = 
: WITHOUTE : = AiWAY=THAT = 
y= 7 IAEIGHT Fg MADE;IT=SEEM = 
ee ee = = LIKES TEE 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































= eee PeDYINANASE, 
= ieeeeteueas! z 
= AA TE 
as EFF 
H HA Bee 
ese 
FELERSTceacer tas é 
Senssaeasce 
SAAS 
ce 
sees 
avon: 


























AND ON 

TOP OF 

THAT, WE 
HAVE TO 

GET A LOT 
OF PEOPLE 
TO AGREE 
WITH OUR 
SOLUTION. 


















































y 
Dat 
fo GS ES 

y 


WE CAN'T 
CAUSE HEAVY 
DAMAGE TO 
FAINY REAL 
PERSON BY 
ACCUSING 
THEM. 





WE CAN’T 
LEAD THE 


ARREST 
AINYONE. 





























LE. We CAN: 
ICLEARIALL 


THOS OSE 


. HURDLES: 












































































































































































































































































































































IF ONE 
EXPLAINA- 
TION WON'T 


E Ti 
SEVERAL? 

















CREATE A 


YOU START 
A RUMOR, 
WEBSITE... 


IT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN 
MANY DIFFERENT 
TRICKS TO KEEP 
THE TOPICS 
COMING AND 
STOP PEOPLE 
FROM MOVING 


ON TO OTHER 
INTERESTS. 





WASN’T 
BUILT INA 
DAY. 


a 
Sat 
cc 
im & 
ae 
C2) 


IT WOULD 
HAVE TAKEN A 
LOT OF TRIAL 

AND ERROR 
TO GET HER 
STRONG 
ENOUGH TO 
KILL PEOPLE. 
OTHERWISE, 
WE NEVER 
WOULD HAVE 

REACHED THIS 

REALITY WHERE 

AN IMAGINARY 

MONSTER WAS 

CREATED IN 

SUCH A SHORT 

PERIOD OF 





we AND FILL IT 
WITH POSTS 
AND TOPICS 
TO CATCH 
PEOPLE’S 
ATTENTION. 





THERE’S | 
NO RULE THAT 
SAYS YOU 
¥ ST CAN ONLY 
Sage PRESENT ONE 
YOURSELFE SOLUTION. 
‘yn REMEMBER? 


“DIVIDE 
ae EACH 
(i —~\ DIFFICULTY.” 


ni 



















/60 DOUTIN. 0 eee 
STEPS. YOU fp Y 
CAN BRING 
REALITY, 
AND THOSE 
HUNDREDS OF 
THOUSANDS OF 

IMAGI- 
CLOSER 
SOLUTION 
YOU WANT, 
ONE STEP 





























AIND I'LL 
JUST KEEP 
CHOOSING 
PROBABLE . 
FUTURES UNTIL : i 
YOU GET a 
THERE. Zh | 








EATER 


Ss. RAKERRRLER EERE 
ene 


xe 


ve THAT 
WOULD 
REQUIRE 
YOU TO DIE 
SEVERAL 
\ TIMES OVER 
YOU DID 2 
WERE 
GOING TO 











N 
fin 
Hh 


| 


Ht 





= SVQq 





WS 
ESS 


































































































WN 
\\ 
AWS 
ASS 
NSSSS 
NY 











































































































































































































































































+ ANALYZING 
INFORMATION, 
TRYING TO 
FIGURE OUT 
HOW TO USE 
WHAT, AND 
WHICH TRUTHS 
TO TURN 
INTO LIES. 






















WHAT 
ELEMENTS 
ARE 
PEOPLE 
UNSURE 
OFP 











WHAT 
ELEMENTS 
ARE THEY 
TAKING 
AS FACTP 








NO DOUBT 
SHE’S BEEN 
TESTING 
ALL THE 
POSSI/BILI- 
TIES. 





_ 

















PUTTING 
TOGETHER 
THE 
DISTORTED 
BLOCKS 
THAT EXIST 
IN REALITY... 



























oon AND 
TRYING 
TO FIGURE 
OUT HOW 
TO CREATE 
Al PAST 
THAT NEVER 
HAPPENED. 






IT’S A 
TASK MORE 
UNFORGIVING 
THAIN 
SEARCHING 
FOR THE 
TRUTH, 
“DICLLOUS 

R , 
sues SIVICULO 


AT WORK 
1; CONSTRUCTING 
FIN EMPTY 
FICTION. 












oo SHE 1S 
TRYING 
TO 
COM TE 

































































ee 
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~ 
4 AY 
1! 



















WITH THEM, | we 


I Wit 
COAX OUT COME UP 
ils WITH FOUR 
MY LIKING. SOLUTIONS. 


ARE FOUR 
POSSIBLE 
SOLUTIONS 
THAT MEET 
\ALL THE, \ 
CRITERIA? 
































THAT MANY 
SOLUTIONS 
ALL AT 
ONCE, WON'T. 
PEOPLE _— 





















- 900 THE” RE = maa 


ALL LIES?! =. 





LY. 


= 


\ ( \, 








has 
Eee 


id 





y 
ALY 
ASE 
pry 






















































































I’M 
GOING 
WAKE 1O GET 
ME UP ALITTLE 
BEFORE SLEEP. 
NINE 
O/CLOCK, 
MUMBLE PLEASE. 


IF THERE 
ARE ANY 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
SIGHTINGS 
BEFORE 
THEN... 


























LET’S GET 
SOMETHING 
READY FOR 
AND IWANAGA TO 
WE’D EAT WHEN SHE 
BETTER WAKES UP 


GET SOME 

| FOOD FOR 
OURSELVES, , 
TOO. : 































ALL THE 
YOKAI AND 
MONSTERS 

| IN TOWN HAVE 

= BEEN ORDERED 

SS TO LET US 
ae pte ue KNOW WHEN 

———— TT STEEL LADY 

=) REPORT, I'LL ~Nannse 

RUSH TO THE — APPEARS _ 
SCENE AND 

STOP HER 

FROM GOING 

ANYWHERE 
ELSE. 
































































































THEN I’LL 
USE OUR IN- 
FORMATION 

NETWORK 
TO FIND HER oD 

AND STOP 7 Ke CAN KEEP LONG, 
HER AGAIN. : HER BUSY 

Se s AND MAKE 
SURE 
THERE 

AREN’T 
ANY CASU- 
ALTIES. 



































IT’S OUR 
BEST 
STRATEGY. 











































































72, 
































WHEN WE 
FIND OUT 
WHERE SHE 
IS, IT WANT 
YOU TO TAKE 
ME THERE. 





I DON’T 
WANT TO 
SEE ANY 
MORE 
VICTIMS, 
EITHER. 







































































SINCE YOU 
STARTED 
DATING HER. 





























































































































lel 
APPROACHED 
ME THAT 
MAY. 

















THAD |: 
# ABSOLUTELY 
NO 


INTEREST 
IN HER. 





NOT : 
THAT I HAVE 
ANY RIGHT 


















TO COMPLAIN Ae 
IF YOU DID a \ 4 Sos 
START DATING |. = BUT IT’S 
RIGHT AWAY, ee NOT LIKE 
BUT I BELIEVE — \ WE STARTED 
THAT YOU E \ 





DATING 
IMMEDIATELY. 
































































HE SAYS, 
AS IF THEY 
WEREN’T 
GETTING 
ON JUST 


















BECAUSE 
SHE’S THE 
COMPLETE 
OPPOSITE 

OF WHAT 
YOU LIKE IN 





























AFTER ALL, 
IT’S NOT 
GOOD FOR 
YOU... 
w TO 
KEEP 
CHASING 
AFTER 











RIKKA- 
SAN. 







































































































































































































































































WHE ARK Ssssnagg a 
OR Wee Wun 
































BECAUSE. 
YOUR 
“TYPE”... 


KURO- 
KUN’S 
COUSIN, 
THREE 
YEARS HIS 
SENIOR. 








I HEHRD 



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I COULDN'T 
COME SEE HER === 
MUCH WHEN I wi tiie Mea 
BUT THIS «WAS IN HIGH a a 6 ALO 
ee IS SCHOOL. a — A STORY. 
CLOSER, SO I / “=a; 
CAN STOP BY a: 
THE HOSPITAL 
MORE OFTEN, é 





THROUGH 
THE GRAPE- 
/ VINE THAT 
SHE'S BUT WHEN SHE HAD 
BEEN IN THE KURG-KUN PASSED 
HOSPITAL aN ae Bee a AND I WERE AWAY, 
FOR TESTS? -_ DATING, 
FOR THREE [| ee SHE WHS A 
Pe al LONG-TERM 
PATIENT 
AT THE 
UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL. 









































| Vf . 
y ~— | THEN CouLD Y 


1 you wrropuce BN~ Lf 
4 METOWER MR 
OMETIMEP IN 7; 

INCK 






I CAN 
DO THAT. 
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FAAAAAAAAAAAEAAUAAAAAAEALU 





SHE WAS 


LEAN AND 
FAIR- 
SKINNED. 


4 


“% 
v~@ 


XK MM 
S 


Zs 
-/ 


LE 





RYISP Wee i 








Move 
patting 

























THE 






IN/SPECTRE 
WHAT MANGA WILL 
DEDUCTION FINALLY START 
CAN IWANAGA_ GETTING TO THE 
USE TO MAKE =&*DEDUCTION” 
FICTION PART OF THE 
CONTROL STORY IN 
FICTION?! OUR NEXT 
AND THE NEW INSTALLMENT/ 
EDITION OF 
THE NOVEL IS 
FLYING OFF 
THE SHELVES, 
TOO/ 

































































































































































Se ee = = ( [ | yank tt WE’/RE IN THE 
— or ¥\ 
<i ae pala : : ai. | FOURTH VOLUME 
Se OWITHA GAG, Lwin YOU'RE DOING 
ess _@ SOI DIDN'T . 
? fy | T E NOVE P 
ee if / } ; e 
CHANCE. == I Wig 
= eee 
ne 
vl 













































AS A GODDESS 
OF WISDOM, 
MY SERVICES 

GENERALLY 
CONSIST OF 

CONSULTATIONS 

WITH THOSE 
SEEKING 
ADVICE... 


\ 


BY THE WAY, THE 
NOVEL DOESN’T 
HAVE ANY BATTLE 
SCENES EXCEPT 
BUT DO FOR THE 
YOU EVER FIGHTS WITH 
DOANY OF STEEL LADY 
THE COOL NANASE. 


STUFF WE SEE 
EXORCISTS 
OR ONMY6u! 










BUT IDO 
SOMETIMES 
EXORCISE EVIL 
SPIRITS WITH 
RITUALS AND 
TOOLS OF THAT 


SORT, YES. 

























WELL 
THEN! WE 
WOULDN'T 
WANT ANY }:: 

POSSESSING 

O 
ALLOW eo. 


EXORCISE CENERL 
YOU. 

















THIS : 

CEREMONY HAS THE es ow i 
ADDED BENEFITS 
OF BANISHING EVIL, 
GRANTING VITALITY 
TO YOUR SOUL, 
AND STIMULATING 
REGENERATION. 




















THIS | N 
Is paRT | gMack! 

OF THE p 
RITUAL. 


| 
ITHAS A | 
PURIFYING Xe 
EFFECT. 
\) 











UM... I’M 










ACTUALLY A 
HUMAN MIXED 
i WITH TWO 
/ 4 ar KINDS OF 
Vite AM I YOKAI 
} GOES GOING TO 
) BE OKAY 






AFTER 
THIS? 
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(Wh 


a 4 ie 
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Sa 
ASS 















uspand 
yr SaRUCAGINE 






NOTIFIE R 
c\CNATURE STAM? 


yexenans® < 
vee 2 


W\\ \* \\S 


























Ototamu 
-uro Shima Ne 
T AM NO IT’ 
Tonpu WANAGAL IWA- FE ame a 
cab Me, «| OM hatch MAGA! 
HERE 10 CIty 


— RA- 

UR SH ay ay OH 
STOMP == 

———_ STOMP 


Yutsu 

m7 ' + te 

@ T-da Se = = a = : = a= 

ee (honorifics ZZ ee 
excluded) HAPPY — 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


FIND TO FIND 
THAT ANSWER, 
WHAT SHE 
NEEDS IS NOT 
DEDUCTIVE 
REASONING... 
IT’S SOME- 
THING ELSE. 

































































Onmy®dji, page 166 


An onmyé@ji is a practitioner of onmyddé, 
or the way of Yin and Yang. It is a form of 
divination that mixes natural science and 
occultism, using the Five Elements as well 
as Yin and Yang. An onmy6dji specializes in 
divination and magic, including exorcism. 





Do not cross this bridge, page 54 
This is a reference to a story about Ikkya- 
san, a Buddhist monk known for his quick 


| wit. In this story, he comes across a bridge, 
—4 in front of which is a sign that says Kono 


hashi wataru bekarazu, or “Do not cross this 
bridge.” Clever as always, IkkyG-san takes 
another meaning for the word hashi (bridge), 
and decides the sign means “Do not cross the 
edges.” Therefore, he would not be breaking 
any rules if he were to cross the bridge in the 
center. 


BY THE WAY, THE 
NOVEL DOESN’T 
HAVE ANY BATTLE 
SCENES EXCEPT 
BUT DO FOR THE 
YOU EVER FIGHTS WITH 
DOANY OF STEELLADY 
THE COOL NANASE. 
STUFF WE SEE 
EXORCISTS 
OR ONMY6uU! 


























aT 
a 


Fo 








ie a Y WME 
\ 


i _ | on 
L, — 0) = x A | —=_— 


A myriad of nuptial cups, page 168 
Here Kotoko is reciting bits and pieces of a Shinto prayer, commonly used fora 


very specific ceremony. The ceremony usually involves two people and a priest, 
who prays for the health, happiness, and prosperity of the couple. 

















and biting social 
commentary... delivers 
in its depth of char- 
acter and emotional 
strength.” -Comics 
Bulletin 
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Shoya is a bully. When Shoko, a girl who can’t hear, enters his ele- 
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» Comics 
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— “The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 


| manga like this.” 


~Manga Book- 


shelf 
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very powertul 


916) =i story about being 


Se different and the con- 
Pisequences of childhood 
bullying... Read it.” 
| -Anime News 


1 
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| 
ra) ||| 


Network 


iy 


mentary school class, she becomes their favorite target, and Shoya 


and his friends goad each other into devising new tortures for her. 


But the children’s cruelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave the 


school, and Shoya ends up shouldering all the blame. Six years lat- 


er, the two meet again. Can Shoya make up for his past mistakes, 


or is it too late? 
Available now in print and digitally! 
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GOOD ONE, 
KURO, 
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THIS IS SAKI 
YUMIHARA- 
WS SAN, MY 
) COLLEGE 
3 SENPAI AND 
GIRLFRIEND. 
\ f 
Jy ee 
c ee Me, 
a esl i 
OH! bi yy ae Tal ‘| | 
ch > OW | 
NICE TO 7 \ 
MEET YOU. : S A 
I'm Seki Ji? 4 
YUMIHARA, | 
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iattp a jee fi 
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/ . : WELL, 
I'LL BE IN 
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Y, Wy Sees 
3 . Wom | I WOULD 
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SHE'S BONY, a 
= SHE SEEMS TALL ma => 
™ — WILLED, SHE’S AN ) rsa] WORRED THAT 
OLDER WOMAN... | \ = WASNT cur 
THERE'S “s \ KURG-KUN, 
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BLANCE., 
COULDN'T 
OULDN’ / 
BUT NOW 
BE MORE — 
OBVIOUS. I ad ae b—~ 








(Vee I BET SHE 
Fe WAS KURG- 
KUN'S FIRST 


> LOVE. 


SHE 
WAS SO 
PRETTY... 
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I 
SHOULDN'T 
GET TOO 
CLOSE TO 

























































































































SEEMS... 





SHE MAY 
NOT MEAN 
ANY HARM, 

BUT... 


P "SILEN: TLY, 
gay 60 
SILENTLY... 





I HEARD THAT 
SAKURAGAWA- 
SAN WAS 
TAKEN TO THE 
O.R. AGAIN 
YESTERDAY, 
































IT’S TRUE 
THAT SHE 
KEEPS 
TRYING 
TO KILL 





ANOTHER 
ATTEMPTED 
SUICIDE? 


HERSELF. 








SHE'S SO 
THIN—SHE 
COULD DIE ANY 
SECOND AND I 
WOULDN'T BE 
THE LEAST BIT 
SURPRISED. 
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THEY SAY 


SHE DOESN'T any I HEAR 

HAVE MUCH THAT SHE'S 
ir must Be TONGER. get 
A TERRIBLE aie 


ILLNESS... SOME TIME, 
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DOESN'T 
HAVE MUCH } 
LONGER, THEN | 


KILL TIME j I'LL WAIT. 
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HOSPITAL 

WHILE HE 
VISITED 
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COME ON, 
YOU HAD TO 
HAVE KNOWN 
THAT ABOUT 


END, IT ONLY 
EVER SAW 

HER ABOUT 
FIVE TIMES. 





YOURSELF. 























THAT’S 
NO REASON 
= TO ASSUME 
I DON’T THAT I WAS 
NEED | —) DATING YOU 
EXCUSES. BECAUSE 


OF... 
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WHEN I 
( : BUT FIGURED 
| IT DIDN’T | I’MSURE IT OUT. 
| SEEM LIKE em = CEVERY- 
S YOU WERE wiih. ONE HAS 
COMPARING c|| | Vo THEIR OWN 
ME TO RIKKA- coul|\ FORM OF 
joules SAN. cm||| A IMPRINT- 
J | DIDN’T GET THE (ny 
| FEELING THAT 
cm YOU SAW HER 
| AS AN OBJECT 
OF ROMANTIC x 
a [u\ AFFECTION. 

































































YOU JUST 
COULDN'T 
















AND IF 
DATING 
IWANAGA- 
aeeeN GAN 

P YOU TO 
unee FINALLY DO 


MIXED THAT, 
FEELINGS 
ABOUT 
IT, BUT I 
THINK IT’S 
A GOOD 








































































































































































































































nw I DO HAVE 
Thos FEELINGS FOR 
NN RIKKA-SAN, 
AND MAYBE 
SHE IS 
HOLDING ME 
BACK. 















































































































































































































































































































































BUT 
SOMETIMES, 
I WISH SHE ) 
WERE OUT | 
OF MY LIFE. 
















































































































































































































































































LIFE... 


BUT SHE... 
DIED, 
DIDN‘T 


RIKKA- 
SAN’S NOT 











HAPPEN. 


























RIKKA- 
SAN IS MY 
COUSIN. 


im, 
Ji Zl 
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ONE OF THE 
SAKURAHGAHWA 
FAMILY’S...7 
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THAT 
SHOULD 


MAKE IT 


EASIER 
TO FIND 


STEEL 
LADY 
NANASE. 
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WORLD. 
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EVERY- 
THING WAS ¢ 
XACTLY 


iN S E 

willis AICCORDING 
TO 

SCHEDULE. 


Willy 


BUT I WAS 
CARELESS! 
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;: 
9 HAPPENEDE! a 
) HAPPEN : ~LCANT 
=e = KURG-SENPAI 
AND SAKI-SAN 
SPEND TIME 
ALONE 
TOGETHER! 






































IWANAGA.  \ 
NOW’S YOUR 
CHANCE TO 
GET SOME 
SUSTE- 
ALMOST THE NANCE. 
TIME FOR 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE TO 
START 
SHOWING 


IF I STICK UP 
AROUND, I 
MIGHT SCARE 
AWAY ANY 
SPECTRES 
THAT COME 
TO REPORT. 








I’LL BE 
WAITING 


OKAY, THEN e AT THE 
IWANAGA- EXIT. 
SAN AND I 

WILL BE IN 

THE CAR. 


KINDHEARTED. 








DID YOU 


EVER MEET 
RIKKA-SAN? 





RIKKA-SAN 
WAS STAYING 
AT THE HOSPITAL 
WHERE I GO 
FOR ALL MY 
CHECKUPS. 


KUDAN AND , 
MERMAID Be 
| MEAT, TOO. 


SENPAI 
ONCE TOLD 
ME THAT HE 
NEVER TOLD 

SAKI-SAN 

ABOUT 
RIKKA-SAN’S 
CONDITION... 


YES, I 
THE KNOW. 


MONSTERS 
AND GHOSTS 
WERE ALL 
TERRIFIED 
OF HER, TOO, 
AFTER ALL. 





NEITHER 
SHE NOR 
SENPAI WILL | 
TELL ME THE | 
DETAILS, £ 


BUT 
APPAR- 
ENTLY, SHE 
WAS IN THE 
HOSPITAL 
ALL THOSE 
YEARS SO 
THEY COULD 
STUDY HER 
BODY AND 
ABILITIES. 


SO WHAT 
IS SHE 


WITH 
MONSTROUS 
POWERS... I 
SUPPOSE NO 
RESEARCHER 

COULD 
PASS UP 
A SUBJECT 
LIKE THAT. 





IP THAT SHE \| 
| WAS IN THE 
HOSPITAL? 





WHY DID 
SHE GO 


\ HOUSE? 


KNOW ABOUT 
THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
BEHIND 
RIKKA-SAN’S 
AGREEMENT 
WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITAL 
TO LET THEM 
STUDY HER... 


AROUND 
THE BEGIN- 
NING OF THE 
YEAR, THEY 

RELEASED 
HER. JUST 


J \ LIKE THAT. 


DO YOU 
REALLY THINK 
THAT, I, HIS 
GIRLFRIEND, 
COULD LET 
KURG-SENPAI 
SHARE A ROOF 
WITH HERP 
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BUT HER RELEASE, 
APPARENTLY, WAS 


ADMINISTRATION 
AIND THE POLITICAL 


CHANGES THAT 
CAME WITH IT. 
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SO 
THERE 
| ===] WERE 
POLITICS 
AND 
TENSION, 


AIND THEN 
THE RUMORS 
STARTED 
CIRCULATING 
THAT 
RIKKA-SAN 
WOULDN'T 
LAST MUCH 

LONGER. 








ALOT OF 
DOCTORS 
WOULD 
HAVE 
WANTED TO 
GET RID 
OF HER. 






































































































BECAUSE 
EVEN 
WITHIN THE 
HOSPITAL, 
NO ONE 
REALLY HAD 
FAINY IDEA 
WHAT TO DO 
WITH HER. 


















































































; BEING THE 
aanlevel =| CASE, WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK YOU any? 


LITTLE MORE 
FORCEFUL?P 














DON'T YOU 
THINK IT’S 
= SHE'S BEEN | ABOUT TIME WE 
IF SHE DOES, HERE FOR 
THEN WE'LL OVER FIVE 
DO WHATEVER YEARS, SHE 
WE HAVE TO, MIGHT FIGHT 
THE IDEA, 























I'LL HAVE 
TO COLLECT 
MY THINGS. | 


WOULD 
YOU PLEASE 
CALL MY 
COUSIN 
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THIS IS REALLY 
SUDDEN, DO YOU 
HAVE A NEW PLACE 
TO LIVE? 
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4 NB raven 
LET ME STAY 7 
WITH YOU FOR ex FRR DECIDED 
A WHILE. oD 








CTUDENT 
APARTMENT: 


I'LL KEEP 
HOUSE 
FOR YOU, 


is Zo=\ 
wecome Y/ —\ 
Home, | | 





My iit | 



































DID I SAY = 
SOMETHING | JQ 




















YOU ARE 
LIVING 
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HAVE TO DO ALL 4 AA \ 2 


STAY WITH YOU, 


Har. ier cant || Mig / |My NAN \: 
THere’s THE 6 | I KNOW! 
’ / t = »\ iS : 


Ow. tH O \ a st LET'S ASK 
| CD IWANAGE IF 
Click De® . | SHE HAS ANY 


|WANAGA. 


HER PARENTS 
| KNOW EVERY- 
(AL i BODY. MAYBE 
I NEED YOUR : | THEY HAVE SOME 
HELP WITH Ye CONNECTIONS, 
SOMETHING. iy | 





HELP? HOW 
UNUSUAL. 
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CHARGE 
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FAVORS 
Se | AND 





YEAH... BUT 
Z SINCE MY 
KURO-SENPAI. FAVOR MIGHT 
WHERE ARE INVOLVE YOU, 
YOU NOW? 


TOO... 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT SPECIAL 
LECTURE YOU 
WANTED TO 
ATTEND AT THE 
COLLEGE WAS 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE HAPPENING 

UNDER RIGHT NOW. 
NORMAL CIR- 
CUMSTANCES, 
YOU WOULD 
NOT BE ON 
THE PHONE. 

































































































































































AND YET, 
NOT ONLY ARE 
YOU ON THE 
PHONE, BUT YOU 
SAY YOU HAVE A 
FAVOR TO ASK, 


THIS IS NO 
ORDINARY 
MATTER. 


AND THAT 
UNIQUE CHIME 
I'M HEARING 








YOURE 
AT THE 


Pai, HOSPITAL. 


SO YOUR 
“FAVOR” MOST 
CERTAINLY HAS 
SOMETHING TO 
DO WITH RIKKA- 





























THE FRONT 
GATE WILL 
BE CLOSING. 
ANYONE 
RETURNING 


ON YOUR 
END OF THE 
PHONE. 






























YOU HAVE Vy / 
FALLEN INTO |) |.. (am | 
DIRE CIRCUM- | 
ANDI STANCES THAT 
SUSPECT REQUIRE YOL, 
THIS 1S A KURO-SENPAI, 
PROBLEM I TO ASK ME TO 
AM LIKELY HELP RIKKA- 



































































BENEFICIAL 
TO ME TO 
TAKE A BIT |S | 
OF AHARD IX | Le 2 
STANCE Ho ON = 

































































I WON'T ASK 
FOR ANYTHING 
TOO DIFFICULT. 





I WANT A , 
KEYTO YOUR | 
APARTMENT. fF 
































| | aN DON'T BE UN- 

Prolene ; yy) : bs Sx REASONABLE. 

ABLE ABOUT ) 

GIVING YOUR 

GIRLFRIEND 
A KEY To 
YOUR 


ur Home. | 
oy ) 
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YOU WHEN YOU a @. 
COME HOME? 
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WELCOME 
HOME! 


=\\\7 I HAVEN'T 


CUT ANY 
CORNERS IN 
PREPARING 

YOUR MEALS, 


\ - ae 
VY er f 
LS 
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for wna ping 
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50 MAPPY/ AT 
LAST, TAM YOUR 
COMMON-LAW 
WIFES 















































I TOLD 
HIM, “WELL, 
MY PLACE 
HAS TONS CASE, 
OF EMPTY 
ROOMS, 
SO SHE IS 
WELCOME TO 
STHY HERE.” 







THIS AD 


I FOUND, 


KURO, 












GIVE YOU 
THE KEY. 
PLEASE 
HELP ME. 





LOOK AT 







































































































Do :we 
neh PRESENT, Faee 
AS WELL. 
FETCH 
HER 
RIGHT 
ra) AND AWAY, 
A\ 2 Key! RIKKA - 
<a SAN 
eT A VACATED 
\ HER 
aS HOS- 
-| PITAL 
= : ROOM. 
\ * 
























| AND, AT 
ANY RATE, | 
SHE WAS | 
Al MYSTERY || 
PATIENT | 4 
WHO HAD 7 
BEEN IN THE | “| q | Seats 
HOSPITAL |- |e F 
FOR MORE |=—-he =e A 
THAN FIVE | RIPKEN 
YEARS. aa © 






































SO THE Je 
DOCTORS Se 
AND NURSES | | j\ 4 
ALL WATCHED | 
NERVOUSLY AS | | | | | 
SHE DEPARTED, | | | \| 
WONDERING | LL 
IF IT WAS SN \ 
REALLY A SS) 
LET HER GO. = 


















































THEM FOR 
ASSUMING THAT 
THEY RELERSED 
HER TO LET HER 

DIE IN THE 

HER OWN 














GOSSIP, 
PEN OS 





Bie 
MYSTERIOUS 
PASSED 

QUIETLY 
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RIKKA-SAN 
WAS BEAUTIFUL 
AND WELL- 
MANNERED 
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I DON'T 
THINK SHE'S 
A GOOD 
ONE, 




















THAT’S 
CRINGE- 
WORTHY. 




































































WE ALL 
CRINGED. 


RIKKA-SAN | 
EVEN FREAKED 

OUT, TRYING 

TO MAKE ME 
SHE’S NOT 

GOOD, BUT 
MAYBE SHE'S 

NOT BAD. 


ie - 


4 -\) RECONCILED 
I’D EVEN " ‘| 
GO SEE HER | AFTER THAT. 
WITHOUT 
KURS- 
SENPAI. 


AND 
ON OUR 
WE’D HAVE 
PARTIES 
WITH CAKE 
AND EVERY- 
THING. 
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SHE WAS 
STAYING 


1 WITH YOU 
UNTIL ABOUT 
A MONTH 
AGO, 
RIGHTP 









A MONTH 
AGO, SHE WENT 
TO MY PARENTS 
AND TOLD THEM 
SHE’D FOUND 


WE CAN’T 
GET A 
HOLD OF 
HER CELL 









PHONE 

AN OFFICIAL 

AND EITHER. RESIDENCE 
AND A JOB, 





AND THEN SHE 
DISAPPEARED. 
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WHAT DID 
KURO-KUN 
DO WHEN 
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I'M SURE 
RIKKA-SAN 
KNOWS WHAT 
SHE’S DOING, 
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AFTER 
TWO WEEKS, 
HE STARTED 

CALLING EVERY 
SINGLE PLACE 
HE COULD 
THINK OF. 


A WEEK AGO, 
HE SENT ME A 
SINGLE EMAIL 
AND WENT OFF 
TO FIND HER. 


WHAT 

DID YOU i. A , 
AND SENPAL | <3 Sa SKA CS WHAT |S 
TALK ABOUT : Cia IT THAT’S 
WHILE I WAS ‘ 


A BOTHERING 
ASLEEPP , ‘ YOUP 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHAT ABOUT : 
YOU, MR, ! 
: ABANDONS HIS JER 
: GIRLFRIEND Ai ss 
DONT. AND GOES ( 7 
YOU THINK ae 
YOU SHOULD 
EXPLAIN TO ME A Loa 
HOW YOU GOT SS 
HERE BEFORE} EZ SF | 
I SUMMONED —— i 
YOUP , 
NOT 
THAT I 
DON'T 
ALREADY 
KNOW. 
E " 
owe NY 
: ; : = ¥ : e = 
RIKKA-SAN |, =. 
WAS BEHIND |) \* == Bes 
STEEL LADY ——— 
NANASE. , 




































































































































































HE CAME 
TO FIND 
RIKKA-SAN, 
AND THEN 
IT JUST SO 
HAPPENED 
THAT HERE 
YOU WERE. 


I DIDN‘T 
HAVE 
PROOF. 






































KURSO-KUN 
WASN’T IN 
MAKURAZAKA 
BECAUSE YOU 
CALLED HIM 
HERE. 


SO 
SOMETHING 












WELL, I’M 
NOT GOING 
TO SHAKE HER 
SUSPICIONS, 
AND IT WOULDN'T 

HURT FOR HER 
TO KNOW. 


WHY DID 

YOU HIDE 

IT FROM 
MEP 


a 
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Weel | 
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Z = F 
liske ITNEVER 4— —— 7 
CloY OCCURRED TO = eee ee RIKKA-SAN in 
HIGe ME THAT SHE = = DID USE THE 
. WAS CREATING Bee eee ES COMPUTER | 
A WIKI AND _ ees WHEN SHE WAS E=_ 
TRYING TO a BUTI STAYING AT MY 
GIVE PHYSICAL [-ps--ly.——e NEVER MANSION. 
FORM TO THE eae || 
STEEL LADY 


NANASE. 
























































































































































































TTT IT WAS 
1377] JUST BEFORE 
1 | DAA > CAME TO 
|) / /2AL) mMAKURAZAKA 
Uy ] \/\] CITY THAT I 
L1T) REALIZED 
wate, Raine 
NMOEMEU: STEEL LADY 
NANASE 
w UNTIL THE EXISTED... 
SPECTRES 























FROM THIS 
CITY CAME 
TO ME FOR 
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DOING 
RESEARCH 
FOR THE CASE, 
AND THE INTER- 
NET SEARCH 
BROUGHT UP 
THE PICTURE 
FROM THAT 
WIKI. 

















IT WAS 
PAINTED 
IN RIKKA- 
SAN’S 
STYLE. 















































I THINK 
IT WAS 
ABOUT A 


«THAT = YEAR AND 
SHETOOK ST aaLE 


AN ACTIVE 
INTEREST RECs 


IN PRINT- 
WHEN YOU ae 


LEAVE THE 
HOSPITAL, 
I BET YOU 
COULD GET 
WORK AIS 
AN ARTIST. 
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THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE 
METHOD 
WOULD BE TO 
ILLUSTRATE 
THE STORY 
PEOPLE WITH A 
WILL SEE IT, PICTURE. 
AND IT WILL 
BE THE FIRST 
IMAGE THAT 
COMES TO 
MIND. 


































































































THINKING 
ABOUT IT, 
RIKKA-SAN HAD 
PROBABLY 
ALREADY 
STARTED 
PLOTTING TO 
BRING AN 
IMAGINARY 
MONSTER 
TO LIFE. 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































y TO 
CONSOLIDATE 
HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS OF 
IMAGINATIONS 

AND GIVE THEM 

ALL A SHARED 
VISION OF THE 

MONSTER, NAME, 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































AND SHAPE 
ARE KEY. 
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NANASE’S 
ACCIDENT 
WOULD HAVE 
GIVEN HER 
THE PERFECT 
MATERIAL. 
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KURS- 
SENPAI 
REALIZED 
THAT, 
TOO. 

























HE HEARD 
THE STEEL 
: LADY NANASE 
\ RUMORS 
sas LOOKING FOR 
RIKKA-SAN, 
AND STARTED 
TO GROW 
SUSPICIOUS. 


Hie 








THEN HE 
FOUND THE WIKI 
AND SAW THE 
PICTURE, AND 
HIS SUSPICION 
WAS CONFIRMED, 
SO HE CAME TO 
MAKURAZAKA 


YOU HAVE 


CHOSEN TO 
LIVE YOUR LIFE 
SEEING ONLY 
WHAT MOST 
PEOPLE CONSIDER , 
TO BE ‘THE REAL / 





WHAT WILL 
YOU DO, 
NOW THAT 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT LIES 
BENEATH? 


KURS- 
SENPAI 
PROBABLY 
DIDN’T TELL 
HE wAS YOU ABOUT 
TRYING !T BECAUSE, 


TOHONOR _INHIS 
OWN WAY, 























SO 
RIKKA-SAN 
HAS THE SAME 
KUDAN ABILITY 
TO CONTROL 
THE FUTURE 
i Nee 
, u S, 
THAT’S = AND SHE’S 
HOW Bue PULLING THE 


LADY 
NANASE STRINGS. 


MATURED 
THIS 
QUICKLY. 

















SUSPECT 

SHE WANTED 

A FUTURE 
WHERE 
PEOPLE 
ON THE 


SO SHE 
DIED, TOOK: “seve 


HOLD OF THE 
eect STOPPED 
WANTED, AND 


NS 
AGAIN. 


BUT WHY 
WOLLD RIKKA- 
SAN CREATE 
AN IMAGINARY 
MONSTER IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE? 


IT’S 
NOT MUCH 
DIFFERENT 
FROM ANY 
NORMAL 
PERSON. 
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SHE MAY 


















HAVE THE COULD SHE 

POWER TO GRIN FROM 
DETERMINE CeEaTING 

THE FLITURE, aie CiES 

BUT IT’S THAT KILLS 

KUR6- ACTUALLY PEOPLE AT 


S NOT THAT 
ace: GREAT AN 
ABILITY. 


HE CAN ONLY 
CHOOSE A 
FUTURE THAT’S 
WITHIN THE 
SCOPE OF HIS 
OWN TALENTS, 
POTENTIAL, AND 
EFFORT. 
































































































































BECAUSE 

















IT MIGHT A FUTURE 
SEEM 9° WITHIN THOSE 
CONVENIENT BOUNDS IS 
oer OF FUTURE ANY 
IMMORTAL, OF LIS CAN 
CHOOSE. 
BUT 
IT MUST BE 
TERRIFYING 
TO SOMEONE =e 
WHO’S NOT — 
INCLINED 
ee 
ALONE FOR 
THE ONLY 
ETERNITY: DIFFERENCE 
IS THAT IF THE 


POSSIBILITY 
IS STRONG 
ENOUGH, THEIR 
POWER CAN 
MAKE SURE IT 

DEFINITELY 
HAPPENS. 






































BUT SHE 

MANAGED IT’S 
TO MAKE A NOT LIKE 
MONSTER. THEY CAN 
CRANK OUT 
MIRACLES. 
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ea hii BOBS. ON AS I WAS 
CROTON SHE’S EXPLAINING, 
ORR ANIL SEEING —RIKKA-SAN 
ee ea! Oa) HOW | IS TESTING 
Sere hy Sw we “Te FAR HER HERSELF 
6% SAS: obs ABILITY TO 
vas ai 42: | DECIDE THE 
Vy iG FUTURE 

Le se CAN TAKE 






HER. 









SHE 
STACKS _ {s 
POSSIBILITY 
UPON 
POSSIBIL- 
ITY... 





we AND 
CHOSEN 

FUTURE ON 
CHOSEN 
FUTURE. 


























































































































PHENOMENON 
WITH A FIFTY- 
FIFTY CHANCE 
OF HAPPENING 
AND MAKE IT 
THEN HAPPEN TEN 
YOU GET TIMES IN 
A PHE- 
NOMENON 
THAT ONLY 
HAS A ONE 
IN 1024 
CHANCE OF 
OCCUR- 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OOO 


? 


A ROW. 


10 
TIMES IN 


YOU CAN 
GET A COIN 
TO COME 
UP HERDS 


ONS. 


Uy 
06 
Tyr 
Ser 

w 
exe 
Sy 
6 


VARIATI 


NORMALLY, 
SHE WOULD 
HAVE VERY 
LITTLE 
CHANCE 
OF COMING 
TO LIFE. 









BUT MAKING 
A MONSTER 
ISN’T GOING 
TO TAKE HER 
ANYWHERE. 
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ce pee 
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STEEL 
WHEN Al CAT 7 LADY HAS 
GETS OLD = APPEARED. 
ENOUGH, IT \geuss a al 
CANUNDER- [ee yn 
4 STAND HUMAN . & 
SPEECH AND 7 « ly 
FLY LIKE THE VK. 
THATS): MIND: eo ‘ety ey 
ALL THAT , — eS 


PARTICULAR ¢ L's 4 Vi 
MONSTER : ~~ 
| CAN DO. 











THERE’S 
NOTHING 
TO BE 











IT’S TIME 
TO GO, 
SAKI-SAN. 









PLEASE 











PUT RIKKA- 


SAN’S PICK UP 

AND GOALS KURS- 
FOCUS ON ASIDE SENPAI AT 
DEFEATING FOR \ THE EXIT. 


STEEL LADY NOW, 
NANASE. 




































you 
SHOW THE 
WAY. 


HSs5 X= 
ANY WAT 








PROTECT 
THEM. 


AIND IT IS 
MY JOB TO 
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IT’S UP 
TO YOU, 
IWANAGA. 


ae SE | 
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A GOOD PLACE. © 
HE’LL ' 
BE ABLE TO 
FIGHT STEEL 
LADY NANASE 
ALL NIGHT 
HERE WITHOUT 
ANYONE 
GETTING IN 
THE WAY. 


























I KNOW 
BUT HE’S 
I’M NOT GOING 
GOING TO  TOCOME 
SITBACK  BACKTO 
AND LETMY LIFE EVERY 
BOYFRIEND TIME, 
GET HIMSELF 
KILLED ALL 
NIGHT LONG. 











THE 













oo FORUMS 

i eae 3 a HAD CALMED 

own ae DOWN FOR I’M 

as 2 site AWHILE, BUT CONNECTED 

- NOW THEY’RE TO THE STEEL 
LADY NANASE 














AFTER AGAIN. 


DETECTIVE 
TERADA’S DEATH, 
EVERYONE'S 
LOOKING FOR | 
INFORMATION CINTA ae a 
AND WANTING 7 - a.rtCS — 
TO GIVE THEIR rel ; : 

TWO YEN. 
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o% ¥ 


RIKKA-SAN 
IS THE SITE 
ADMINIS- 
TRATOR... 


COULDN’T 
SHE DELETE 
YOUR POSTS, 
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RY ONS 


wor el 




















IF SHE WERE 
TO DELETE 
OR CENSOR 
ANY POSTS 
QUESTIONING 
THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE 
GHOST, 
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Sh 
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oe 


SITES THAT 
ARE MANAGED 
LIKE THAT CAN 

SOMETIMES 

LOOK LIKE 

THEY’RE 
CONTROLLING 


INFORMATION 


USERS TO 
GHOST 
DOESN’T REALLY 
EXIST. 


ASSUME THAT 
CENSORED OR MANIPULATING 


AND THAT 
COULD GET 
THE POSTS 
ARE BEING 

AND DELETED 
BECAUSE THE 






































































































































































































































































SO HER ONLY 
CHOICE IS TO 
LEAVE EVERY 
POST UP ON 
THE FORUMS. 





BECAUSE 
THEN KURS- 
SENPAI COULD 

GRAB HOLD 

OF THAT 

POSSIBILITY 

AND MAKE IT 
A REALITY. 







IF SUCH A 
POSSIBILITY 
WERE TO ARISE, 
IT WOULD BE 
COUNTERPRODUC- 
TIVE TO SOMEONE 
WHO WANTS TO 
GIVE STEEL LADY 
NANASE PHYSICAL 
FORM. 



























ON THE OTHER 
HAND, IF SHE 
LEAVES THE 
SKEPTICAL POSTS 
ALONE, AND THEY 
GET OVERRULED, 




























ae Sy /// //\ MORE STRONGLY 
‘ I; Yj TOWARD STEEL 
wee “2\ LADY NANASE’S 
es 4 puysicaL 
MANIFESTA- 
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TIMES YOU SAID 
Nance IS IT pre EOE UP 
| REALLY ITH FOUR 
EXACTLY 3 JUST A SOLUTIONS. 
WHAT YOU 
, ee MATTER OF 
} its wld : 
y, Ze THROWING 
YZ SHATTER AS MANY 
THE TRUTH SOLUTIONS 
WITH A LIE AT IT AS 
AND MAKE 


=) 
a NEV WE CAN: 


WHAT IS ABOUT 
| TO a eee 
ON THE STEE 
tee LADY NANASE 


TO DIEcieed ae WIKI FORUMS... 
PROPOSED BILL 
AS HELD BY A 
PARLIAMENT, 
BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, OR 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES. 



























































MATTER 
UP FOR 
m DISCUSSION 
‘\ IS THIS: 
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IS THERE 
REALLY A 
GHOST 
CALLED 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE? 





























ALREADY 
GAINED 

MAJORITY 
AND SUPPORT, 







GROUNDED 
ARGUMENT 
IN FAVOR OF 
THE STEEL 
LADY’S 
EXISTENCE. 














ATTEMPTED 
ASSAULTS 
















LADY 





E OF STEE 
NANASE 







iienee - 7 ee = 
TECTIVE TERADA 













KARIN NANAS 
E , 
ACCIDENT/SUICIpE 














SOMEHOW 
OVERTURN 







IF SHE’S 
ALREADY 
WON THE 

MAJORITY, 






WOULDN’T 
IT BE NEARLY 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
REVERSE THE 
SITUATION? 




















THAT IS 
WHERE I 
GET TO 
SHOW 
OFF MY 
SKILL. 









be ge 
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| | \ \, 
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| NORMAL bests 
PARLIAMENT | [rstrstsaccasnes 
= OR BOARD | 
OF DIREC- 
TORS, 








IT WOULD BE 
VERY DIFFICULT 
TO WIN THE 
VOTERS TO 
YOUR SIDE IF THE 
MAJORITY WAS 
ALREADY DECIDED fee 
AGAINST YOU. 



























THOSE WITH 
VOTING 
RIGHTS 
WOULD HAVE 
FORMED 
ALLIANCES. 
IN MOST SUCH 


PARLIAMENTS, fo ( THERE ARE 


YOU CAN ALMOST 
ALWAYS GUESS 
WHETHER OR NOT 
A PROPOSED BILL 
WILL PASS BEFORE 
THE VOTING EVEN 


TOO MANY 
RISKS IN 
DECLARING 
AN OPPOSITE 
OPINION AT 
THE ELEVENTH 


TAKES PLACE. 
































BUT IN THIS 
COMMITTEE, THE 
VOTERS ARE 
EVERY SINGLE 
PERSON WHO 
LOOKS AT 
THIS SITE. 
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TENS OF 
THOUSANDS 
OF PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE 
MUTUAL 
THEIR RELATION 
hehe OTHER. 
EVERY- 
THING. 


SO 
PEOPLE WHO 


| A eo 


NANBSE... 























ARE 








GOING TO 
A MONSTER 
OF THE 
IMAGINA- 








IRRESPON- 
SIBLE JUDGES 
WHO HAVE NO 
IDEA THEY’RE 
THAT’S EVEN 
SCARY IN |NVOLVED. 
AND OF 
ITSELF. 








MASSES 
WILL IRRE- 
SPONSIBLY 
SUPPORT IT 
AND VOTE 


YOU PUT IT 
ANOTHER 
WAY, IT IS 


BECAUSE THIS 


ASSEMBLY 
BEARS NO 
RESPONSI- 


THAT = BILITY... 


NOTHING 
HOLDS THEM 
BACK— 
NOT THE 
LAW, NOT 
JUSTICE. 










YES. IT IS 
FRIGHTENING 
WHEN PEOPLE 

IN POWER BEAR 
NO RESPONSI- 
BILITY. 


























IF WE PRESENT 




















A PLAUSIBLE 








Por ale) Re) ATV BAAUAY 9 ANI, 

















STORY THAT 











FITS WITH 
ENOUGH OF 
THE FACTS 
AND IS 
INTERESTING 


THE 


zr 




















ENOUGH, 


IN OUR 


FAVOR. 


























Under the big bridge. T was trying to decide if T 
wanted to get clocer, but she disappeared. 


<582> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:09 ID:yj67i2g 
‘Aw; come on, Go eateh her For uel 


<583> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:09 1D: awd34 
Don't blame me iF you get yourself killed. 


<584> Name: Withheld by Request 09/0H 22:09 ID:ahetyés 
Steel Lady Nanase, come haunt me! Quick! 


<585> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:09 ID:nhrSs 
Yeah, right. There's no euch thing. 


<586> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:09 rD:zgrea 
Keep eaying that <tuFF and you'll be curced to death. 


<587> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:10 SDkewer 
Not cursed, Smaches with a steel beam, 


<588> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:40 ZD:tersv 
TF T get Killed, will Z end up without a Face Like 
that detective? 


<589> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:0 IDvdevid 
Yeah, just like Karin Nanaee. 


<590> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:40 SOrmjngluikuy 
I wonder i€ I can Find a picture of karin Nanase’s 
body ontine eomewhere. 


<591> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:0 ID:ezcbiv 
Why would you want one?! 


<592> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:30 xD:bz2ig 
T think looking at pictures of her dead body ie 
what'd get you eureed to death, 


<593> Name: Withheld by Request 09/04 22:40 SD:sByrit 
Steel Lady Nanase! Steel Lady Nanase! 



































EVEN IF THE 
SOLUTION IS 
UNJUST OR 


AS LONG UNTRUE, 


AS THE 
MAJORITY OF 
THE TENS OF 


THOUSANDS OF 


SITE VIEWERS 
SUPPORT IT, 
WE WIN. 


WHICH 
MEANS THAT 
IN THIS 
ANYTHING 
GOES. 


Z 
Ca 


ne 


AND 
ROLL OUT 
SEVERAL 
CONTRA- 

DICTING 


AIS LONG, “ANSWERS: 


AS THEY’RE 
REASONABLE 
AT A GLANCE 
AND ENTER- 
TAINING 
ENOUGH... 

















HIDE OR 
OBSCURE 
THE REAL 
INFORMATION, 
CALL BLACK 
WHITE... 











vee THEN WE 

CAN TURN 
FICTION 

INTO FACT. 


AND 
IN THIS 
COMMITTEE, 
WE CAHN 
GET HWAY 
WITH IT. 



















































































TO WIN 
THIS. 


I Witt 
STOP AT 
NOTHING 









































OF MY 
POWER 
INTO 
THESE 
LIES. 








PUT ALL 
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COMMITTEE 
TO CONQUER 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE IS 
NOW IN 
SESSION. 
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keep the depictions of daily commodities simple. Even so, while l was 
writing this book, | couldn’t have imagined that certain internet and 
social media services would have become so popular, to the extent that 
it may seem unnatural that they don’t appear in the story. On the other 
hand, even if | had been able to put them in, it’s possible that it wouldn’t 
have been long before they would have outdated the work. Even the 
Shape of cell phones has changed a lot in a short amount of time—when 
the novel was first printed, there was a phrase, “She popped open her 
cell phone,” that | took out for the new edition. lt isn’t easy. 


And then when it becomes a manga, So many more things need to be 
presented in a clear picture, so it gets even harder to create the right 
atmosphere. l thoughtlessly made “modernness” a key part of the story, 
which must have created several problems for Katase-sensei, who has 
to draw props and people and backgrounds in a way that doesn’t create 
inconsistency with the setting or the logic that goes with it, and that 
doesn’t make the “modern day” feel old. lt must be difficult to maintain 
this balance. This could be a real test of your esprit. 


SO what is esprit, anyway? Years ago, it would have taken time and 
effort to look up the word, but now anybody can just do a quick, easy 
search with their cell phone and get the answer in a split second. Times 
have changed. 


Now then, this is the volume where the person pulling all the strings 
on the Steel Lady Nanase urban legend is finally identified, and | think 
it’s fairly clear who’s behind the crime, how they did it, and why. With 
SO many questions answered, there would only be a few pages left in a 
normal mystery novel, but for this story, we’re only just getting to the 
good part. The battle of lies to turn a lie-born truth back into a lie is 
about to begin. 


Well, | hope you'll read the next volume. 
Kyo Shirodaira 


U’'m the author, Kyo Shirodaira. We’re already at volume four. 
That was fast. 


l’'m always Saying this, but although l am the original author, 
Um not doing anything in particular for the manga. lf l had 
to say | did something, it’d be that what | do is read the new 
chapter when it’s published and tell the editor what | thought 
of it. | suspect there would be no damage to the manga if l 
did not offer these opinions, but if | don’t show people that, 
“Yes, lam the author, | do read the manga of my work,” people 
might think, “Wow, you’re some kinda jerky author who 
doesn’t even care about your own work, ain’t ya?” On the 
other hand, if all | say is, “That was another good chapter,” 
people might laugh at me behind my back, saying, “Thou hast 
no esprit, my good fellow,” so l’'m always doing my best to 
give intelligent feedback. Although you would be quite right 
to point out that no, that’s not where | should be focusing my 
effort. And what is “esprit,” anyway? | think it’s the name of 
some delicious mineral water. 


Putting all of that aside, this story takes place in the modern 
day, and when writing a “modern day” story, what gets tricky 
is depicting the normal, everyday aspects. When | write, | can 
use a phrase that’s modern, common, and everyday at the 
time, but in extreme situations, it may have fallen out of use 
by the time the book is published, and that immediately makes 
the work seem outdated. 


When | write a novel, | try to avoid anachronisms as much as 
possible. | never specify the year it takes place; l try not to 
use trendy words, new words that haven’t been established 
in the vernacular, or overly slangy words; and | intentionally 


a 
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